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CHAIR JAMES: WMayor Giffin?

MAYOR GRI FFI N: Thank you, Madam Chair and nenbers of
t he Conmi ssi on. On behalf of the United States Conference of
Mayors, the organization that represents nobst of Anerica' s
Mayors, | want to thank you for this opportunity to appear before
t he Conmi ssi on today.

While |I recognize the agenda item for my opportunity to
give testinony is on the subject of l|otteries, Anerica s Myors
believe that lotteries are essentially state issues, whereas we
feel that casinos are |ocal and nunicipal concerns.

So while | my stray sonewhat from the issue of
lotteries, | would be happy to give you my opinion. W don’t
have one in Nevada, so | guess | would be neutral.

But | do hope you will indulge me if |I give a little
bit of background. This issue of gaming, ganbling in Anerica,
has been one of continued interest to America s Mayors.

At our annual neeting last June, coincidentally in the
City of Reno, we convened a caucus of Anmerica s Mayors to address
the issue of ganbling. W elevated that caucuses to a taskforce
of our winter neeting |last nonth in Washi ngton, D.C

This taskforce was created, in large part, due to a
percei ved need anong Mayors that an ongoing forum was needed for
sharing the experiences and ideas, and sharing policy
devel opnments anong gamng cities, and particularly sharing those
with cities contenplating the introduction of casino gamng into
their conmunities.

Additionally the taskforce was created with the belief
that your Comm ssion, and any future federally nandated entities

studying the issue of gam ng, could benefit from the exchange of
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i deas from an organization conprised of the l|ocal comunities
that play host to the gam ng industry.

As Mayors of America’s cities, it is our primary goa
to communicate to you, and to any future federal panels that
casino gaming is a state and | ocal issue.

As an exception we recoghize that indian gamng is
uniquely a federal issue, and any reconmendations put forth by
this Commission, we Dbelieve, must be predicated on the
recognition of this fundanmental truth, that casino gamng is a
state and | ocal issue.

During your field hearings this Conm ssion had the
opportunity to hear testinony from mayors throughout Anmerica who
represent who represent gamng cities. Qur best recomendati ons
to this Comm ssion cone fromthe mayors who individually reached
out and asked you to hear the conplete story of the inpact of
gam ng on our conmunities.

In Atlantic City you heard about reinvestnment dollars

that built a new state of the art high school in Biloxi,
M ssissippi. You heard that casino tax revenue has repaired or
rebuilt over half of that city's streets. |In Tunaca, M ssissipp

sales tax collections increased 50 percent, wth |local taxes
reduced by 50 percent.

In fact M ssissippi gam ng comrunities are experiencing
t he | owest unenpl oynent levels in their history.

I’m going to skip some of the anecdotal evidence and
get right to the recommendati ons. | think that is really the
interest of this group. There has been a lot of discussion
during the existence of this Conmssion as to the social

consequences of gam ng.
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Crinme and conpul sive behavior are problens endemc to
any community whether legalized ganbling is present or not.
Therefore our advice to you in this regard is sinple, keep the
focus of such problens in the appropriate context, and consult
experts before you rel ease your findings.

As Mayors we work every day with chiefs of police and
ot her |l aw enforcenent officials to address the problens of crine.
W are concerned by this Conmmssion’s apparent |ack of
willingness to accept testinony from organizations such as the
I nternational Association of Chiefs of Police, which are actually
qualified to address whether there is a correlation between
casi no ganbling and increased crime in communities.

Anerica s nmayors believe that organi zati ons such as the
| ACP, be consulted before this Conm ssion, before your draft
report is conplete.

Additionally, despite your efforts to solicit public
coment, there is a nagging perception, at |east by mayors, that
this Commission has not sufficiently reached out across the
country for broad based public input on this inportant subject.

In order to succeed in your mssion this Conmm ssion
must not be perceived as captive to narrowy focused special
i nterests. Wth this in mnd we wuld strongly recommend t hat
t he Comm ssion open the draft report for public conment prior to
its final release in June.

And those are our recomendations. | appreciate the
opportunity to speak on behalf not only ny city, but the United

St at es Conference of Mayors.
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CHAIR JAMES: Just as a point of clarification, it is

always -- it is in our tineline that the report will go out for
publ i c conment.

| received a letter that referred to sone |ock-out of
the International Association of Chiefs of Police, in terns of
their inability to speak. And to the best of ny ability | have
not been able to track tat down to find out what it is referring
to.

MAYOR GRI FFIN:  That was a statenment nmade in January at
the wnter neeting of the Conference of Mayors that the
representatives, both police chiefs, as well as representatives
fromthe International Association of Chiefs of Police attenpted
to give testinony in, | believe, it was Septenber in Chicago, and
they were not all owed.

CHAI R JAMES: Does anybody have any recollection of
that, or know what that refers to?

COWM SSI ONER MCCARTHY: | can only say, MR Mayor, that
you are acting on very bad information. We have held hearings
all over the country, a nunber of |aw enforcenent people have
testified fromthe federal, state, and local level. A nunber of
mayors have testified.

So I'"maware of the International Association of Police
Chi ef s. If they had asked to testify before this Conmm ssion
t hey woul d have been given a seat.

COW SSI ONER Bl BLE: Wiy don’t you contact the
associ ation and ask themto submt any witten testinony.

CHAI R JAMES: W will do better than that. Ve will
have the staff contact them | know of -- | really want to get

to the bottom of what that is, because in nmy investigation of it
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| have not been able to find any credence to that, at all, and do
want to get to the bottom of that.

And, again, for the record, and for you to take back to
the conference, we have indeed had, and | listed in ny response,

all the various nayors who have parti ci pated.

MAYOR GRI FFI N: | certainly hope | didn't inply that
Anerica s nmayors have not been heard from | don't --

CHAI R JAMES: | don’t think you did today, but that
certainly was the inplication of the letter that | received from

the U S. Conference of Mayors. And | think | copied all the

Comm ssioners on that response, and it is avail able.
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